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LOCAL COUPLE GIVES UD $1.3 Mll..LION GIFT
FOR RECITAL HALL IN NEW HUMANITIES BUILDING
DAYTON, Ohio --Eileen Sears sits down at a piano and, with nimble fingers that
belie her years, plays the University of Dayton fight song by ear.
"The first time we ever went to church after we were married, I told Troy, 'Don't sing
so loud, you're a monotone,"' she says. "I can't sing," her husband of nearly 55 years retorts
with a laugh, "but I know that piano needs tuning."
The piano won't need tuning in the H. Troy and Eileen Sears Recital Hall when the
$16 million Jesse Philips Humanities Center at the University of Dayton opens in the fall of
1993. Thanks to a $1.3 million gift from the Sears, who both taught at UD more than 30
years ago, the 183-seat recital hall will feature the latest in sound and recording equipment, a
raised stage, storage for a grand piano and an off-stage "green room" for performers.
"The H. Troy and Eileen Sears Recital Hall will welcome outstanding performers who
will enrich·the Dayton community with their talents and, as artists-in-residence, enhance the
education of students," says Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president. "The University is
deeply grateful to the Sears for this very generous gift"
The Sears, who have no children, say the University of Dayton "adopted" them.
Seven years ago they began to "adopt" UD students when they began an annual scholarship.
"We just love the University," says Mrs. Sears, who served as director of the student
union in the '50s and taught music and physical education for 40 years in the Dayton Public
Schools and at UD. "We had such a good time there."
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"It's a great institution, and we're proud of it," adds her husband, a 1940 UD graduate
who taught business management at his alma mater before devoting most of his working life
to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, where he retired as chief of contract terminations. Both
received their master's degrees--she in music, he in education--from Ohio State University.
As a termination officer for the Air Force, "I had the mean job of straightening a
company up if it didn't perform according to its contract," he says. "I saved the government
a mint of money."
The couple now spends the winter months at their oceanfront condominium on
Deerfield Beach in Florida and the remainder of the year in their Carillon Towers apartment
in Kettering. Every Friday night, Mrs. Sears accompanies a sing-along at the Dayton Country
Club, where Mr. Sears golfs twice a week. In 1990, Mrs. Sears published a western Civil
War novel, Born a Rebel.
"We've had a happy life--it's the most wonderful life I've ever lived," says Mr. Sears.
During their tenure at UD, the couple remembers chaperoning student dances,
including the time Lawrence Welk made an appearance. As a physical education instructor,
Mrs. Sears taught football players how to folk dance and recalls the time her billiards team
beat Notre Dame during a tournament played on both campuses with the play-by-play account
announced over the phone.
Mr. Sears remembers teaching a bunch of eager World War II veterans the
fundamentals of business. "They were interested in learning, and I had to stay up late at
night just to stay ahead of them."
Every December, Mrs. Sears would stage a Christmas pageant on campus with the
help of Maurice Reichard, then chair of the music department. Reichard Hall bears his name,
and soon UD's new humanities building will include a recital hall named after the Sears.
"It's going to be lovely, and we're very thrilled about it," says Mrs. Sears.
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